Indian Journal of Nursing Education and Research Studies (IJNERS)

Journal homepage: https://ijners.varnavpublishers.com/index.php/ijner

Original Article

Knowledge, Awareness, and Practices of Forensic Nursing among Nursing
Professionals: An Online Survey-Based Cross-Sectional Study

Chandra Prakash Dekhawat', Vikash Kumar’, Sibi Varghese3, Sibi Samuel’, Varsha UpadhyayS, Dinesh Patidar’

'Professor cum Vice Principal, Venkteshwar College of Nursing a Unit of Sai Tirupati University Udaipur
*Assistant Professor, Surendera College of Nursing, Sri Ganganagar
*Nursing Tutor, Surendera College of Nursing, Sri Ganganagar
‘Pprofessor, Maharaja Agrasen Nursing College, Bahadurgarh,Haryana
*Assistant Professor, Mahatma Gandhi Nursing College, Jaipur
‘Professor, Department of Nursing Education Mandsour University Mandsour (MP)

Abstract

Background: A specialized area that combines healthcare and legal systems, forensic nursing is essential to the
gathering of evidence, the treatment of victims, and court cases. Nursing professionals' awareness and practice
levels, however, are still unknown.

Methodology: A cross-sectional online survey was conducted among 200 nursing professionals using a
structured questionnaire. Non-probability sampling — Convenience Sampling were used in this study. Data were
analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics.

Results: According to the results, just 22% of individuals showed adequate knowledge, 32% had inadequate
knowledge, and 46% had moderate understanding. Just 28% of respondents indicated good practice levels,
and 52% of respondents had a modest awareness of forensic nursing tasks. Knowledge level and educational
qualification were shown to be significantly correlated (p < 0.05).

Conclusion: According to the study's findings, nurses have a mediocre understanding of forensic nursing but
insufficient practice. To increase competency, educational interventions are required.
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INTRODUCTION

In order to care for victims of abuse, trauma, and
violence while supporting legal investigations,

improves the legal system*.

Despite its significance, many nurses are not well-

forensic nursing is a new specialization that blends
nursing science with forensic principles'.

In clinical settings, nurses are essential in locating,
5 5 5 5 2
recording, and safeguarding forensic evidence'.

Due to an increase in violent, abusive, and medico-

versed in forensic procedures, which could
jeopardize patient care and the outcome of judicial
proceedings’.

Research has indicated that inadequate training
results in subpar documentation and handling of

legal cases, forensic nursing has become
. . 3
more important in recent years'.

Accurate evidence collection is ensured by
proper forensic nursing training, which also
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evidence’.

In order to find gaps and enhance training programs, it
is crucial to evaluate nursing professionals'
knowledge, awareness, and practices’.

OBJECTIVES
1. To assess the knowledge of forensic nursing among
nursing professionals

2. Toassess awareness regarding forensic nursing roles
To evaluate practices related to forensic nursing

4. To find association between knowledge and selected
demographic variables

HYPOTHESIS

Ho: There is no significant association between
knowledge of forensic nursing and selected
demographic variables.

Hi: There is a significant association between
knowledge of forensic nursing and selected
demographic variables.

METHODOLOGY

The study used a cross-sectional survey design and a
quantitative approach to evaluate nursing
professionals' forensic nursing practices, knowledge,
and awareness. A systematic questionnaire was used
to gather data from 200 participants, and the results
were examined using the proper statistical
techniques.

Research Design

A quantitative, cross-sectional survey design was
used.

Setting and Sample

The study was conducted online among nursing
professionals. A total of 200 participants were

selected using convenience sampling.
Inclusion Criteria

o Registered nursing professionals
e Willing to participate

e Accesstoonline survey
Exclusion Criteria

e Studentnurses

e Incomplete responses

Tool for Data Collection
Asstructured questionnaire consisting of:
e SectionA: Demographic data

o Section B: Knowledge questions
e Section C: Awareness

e Section D: Practice

Data Collection Procedure

Data were collected through an online Google Form
after obtaining consent.

Data Analysis

Descriptive statistics (frequency, percentage) and
inferential statistics (Chi-square test) were used.

RESULTS

Using suitable descriptive and inferential statistical
techniques, the gathered data were arranged, examined,
and interpreted in line with the study's goals. For easy
comprehension, the results are displayed as tables and
figures. The findings are organized into the following
sections: participant demographics, forensic nursing
knowledge, awareness level, practice level, and
relationship between knowledge and specific
demographic characteristics.

Table 1: Distribution of Nursing Professionals According to Knowledge Level Regarding Forensic Nursing

Knowledge Level Frequency (N=200) Percentage
Inadequate 64 32%
Moderate 92 46%
Adequate 44 22%

— Majority had moderate knowledge (46%)
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Table 2: Distribution of Nursing Professionals According to Awareness Level Regarding Forensic Nursing

Awareness Level Frequency Percentage
Poor 50 25%
Moderate 104 52%
Good 46 23%

— Majority had moderate awareness (52%)

Table 3: Distribution of Nursing Professionals According to Practice Level Regarding Forensic Nursing

Practice Level Frequency Percentage
Poor 72 36%
Average 72 36%
Good 56 28%

— Practice level mostly poor to average

Practice level mostly poor to average
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Figure 01: Practice level mostly poor to average

Table 4: Association between Knowledge Regarding Forensic Nursing and Selected Demographic
Variables among Nursing Professionals

Variable - P Value Result
Educational Qualification 8.21 <0.05 Significant
Experience 3.12 >(0.05 Not Significant
— Significant association found with education
DISCUSSION similar results’.

According to the study's findings, nurses have a
moderate understanding of forensic nursing but
insufficient practice. Previous research on the impact
of inadequate training on competency revealed

The modest awareness ratings indicate a limited
comprehension of forensic roles. Poor practice,
however, reveals a disconnect between
implementation and knowledge™".
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Enhancing forensic nursing competence requires REFERENCES

education and training'". 1.
CONCLUSION 2.

According to the study's findings, nurses have a
mediocre level of awareness and understanding of
forensic nursing but insufficient practice. Structured 4.
educational programs are necessary to enhance legal
competency and skills.

RECOMMENDATIONS 6.

» Conduct regular training programs on forensic

. 7.
nursing
» Include forensic nursing in curriculum g
Develop standard protocols for evidence
handling 9.
» Encourage workshops and continuing education
10.
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